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School’s cool

School can sometimes be boring. Okay, maybe, most of the time. You have to memorize a lot of
stuff and listen to monotonous, almost robotic teachers. Major snoozefest. There are, however,
schools that go out of their way to make learning cooler and more fun. They also create an
environment that makes students want to learn and stay.

The Bayan Academy, together with the Knowledge Channel Foundation Inc. and Rex Book Store,
Inc., through its Excellence in Educational Transformation Awards (EETA) identified five
schools that have become education transformers, recognizing their innovative efforts in
transforming themselves into institutions that promote learning effectiveness and school
efficiency in basic education. These schools have upped the ante in education. Your move, other
schools.

PARADISE IN THE CITY

Who says gardening is just for old ladies? Pasig Elementary School, awarded with Innovations in
Learning Methodologies and Delivery Systems for Learning Effectiveness, is an oasis amid a
maze of concrete structures because of its green landscapes, trees, gardens, and fields. Students
and teachers, through their Edukasyon Pangtahanan and Pangkabuhayan (E.P.P), take care of
fruit-bearing trees and vegetables and sell the produce to the community, enabling them to learn
how to increase their harvest, market products, compute for profit, and save money. They also
adopted new gardening technologies for the urban environment like aquaponics and
hydroponics (raising and cultivating plants in water). Through this activity, malnutrition in the
school decreased because they now have a healthy source of food for their feeding program.

LEVEL-UP CLASSROOMS

No more blackboards and chalks in this school! Everyone here fiddles with touchscreens. In the
small town of Alicia in Isabela, the Top Achievers Private School (TAPS) is advanced in terms of
facilities, curriculum, and learning materials. Their 16 classrooms are all air-conditioned and
equipped with state-of-the-art audio visual equipment. Ten of these classrooms have 78-inch
interactive boards with interactive pens that allow users to write, save, and retrieve lessons.
Classes can also view different educational films, references, and learning materials on the
board.  A multimedia room serves as a radio station for the students’ speech laboratory and it
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has the latest sound and recording equipment. The whole campus is monitored by CCTV
cameras viewable by parents through the internet. The gates are equipped with an electronic
card reader to avoid unauthorized entry/exit. TAPS was awarded with Innovations in Learning
Methodologies and Delivery Systems for Learning Effectiveness.

SCHOOL OF TALENTS

A school doesn’t have to be all about assignments, projects, and quizzes because it can also be a
place where students can pursue their interests like dancing, art, and writing. St. Paul College
Pasig created a program where students are free to develop and explore their talents called
Giftedness Instruction for Talent Development or G.I.F.T. Program. It aims to develop students’
skills in arts and sports to heighten their confidence, esteem, and leadership skills. From
preschool to high school, students can explore their interests and talents, and with hope, reach
their full potential. Throughout the school year, the students are required to attend the G.I.F.T.
classes and are graded for their attendance and performances. Established in 2006, it specializes
in sports, the performing arts, visual arts, culinary arts, and communication arts. They built
gymnasiums, laboratories, halls, and rooms just to accommodate the different gifts and talents
and even hired highly skilled instructors who are experts in said fields.

THE MISSION TO SERVE

Serving the poorest of the poor is the mission of the Sisters of Mary of Banneux, Inc. Through
donations from generous sponsors, the institution now caters to over 12,000 high school
students every year who come from poor communities. The students are all housed together
where they study, work, and play for most part of the year. Everything is provided for free! The
school implements a three-year structured basic secondary education curriculum with the
addition of a one-year post-secondary program. All four years are infused with technical-
vocational education and training courses to equip the students with the necessary values, skills,
and knowledge. Besides the general education subjects, students can also take various courses
like dressmaking, typing, electronics, bookkeeping, AutoCADD, among others. Because of these
innovations, the school achieved 97 to 100 percent passing rate in TESDA assessments and 93
percent employment rate for the graduates.

BACK TO THE ROOTS

As a missionary school for Chinese-Filipinos, culture is important to Xavier School. To inculcate
the Chinese culture, they created the Xavier China Experience (XCE). The goal of the program is
to make Xavier School’s 21st-century students appreciate the Chinese language and heritage in
line with the Chinese tradition. Students from Grade 7, High 2, and High 4 are sent to China for
a six-week exposure program. During these weeks, students take classes in intensive Mandarin,
work on multidisciplinary academic projects for XCE, and go on field trips that expose them to
Chinese society and culture. While in China, the students still have to go through classroom
sessions held in the partner school with local teachers and teachers from Manila. Students are
also given more hours for daily Chinese subjects. This program allows students to connect to the
history of Xavier School as a Chinese institution while preparing them for a future in an
increasingly globalized and multicultural world.

#UEGuidanceWeek

The University of the East Manila (UE Manila) will hold its Guidance Week 2014 dubbed “Burst
of Colors: A Celebration of Life” from Dec. 1 to 5. UE Manila’s Guidance and Counseling Office
(UE Manila GCO), led by director Leonila V. Urrea and assisted by guidance counselor Grace
Gonzales, spearheads the five-day celebration. There will be various activities, including  a
bazaar; the “Drug Addiction Prevention and Bully-free” contest; the burst of colors parade;
cooking lessons; Potter’s clay demonstrations for preschool and elementary pupils; the WAVE
seminar (work, attitudes, values, and ethics); LGBT team building; and the UE Peer interaction.
UE Manila GCO, G/F, SFC Bldg., C.M. Recto Avenue, Sampaloc, Manila; 02 735 5471 loc. 390;
or visit www.ue.edu.ph,.

#BestTeachers

Are you the teacher we are looking for? The Metrobank Foundation, in partnership with the
Department of Education and the Commission on Higher Education, launches the 2015 Search
for Outstanding Teachers with the theme “Empowering Dreams for an Inspired Nation.”
Teachers just need to submit a two-page Basic Information Sheet (BIS) with no additional
documents required. The search is open to all teachers in the elementary, secondary, and higher
education levels in both public and private schools. Candidates should be Filipino citizens who
are actively teaching in the country for the last 10 years and with valid PRC license. The deadline
for submission is on Jan. 27, 2015. The BIS is available online at all Metrobank branches, DepEd
regional and division offices, and CHED regional offices nationwide.
www.mbfoundation.org.ph, Facebook/mbfi.sot. 02 898 8898; telefax: 02 818 5656 / 02 750-
0837; mbfi.sot@gmail.com.
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